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Entertainment: For the Family

Last Updated: 2:21 pm, Wednesday, April 16th, 2003
Comic stands up for troops 
By David Burke 
.
‘Wild’ Bill Bauer organizes comedy campaign
.
ByDavidBurke
.
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GO! Editor
.
“Wild” Bill Bauer wants to send out a message to troops in 
Iraq.
.
That message, the Minneapolis comedian says, is that there are people in the entertainment industry 
who do support them.
.
“You’d think everyone in the entertainment business was a communist by the way we’re acting,” 
Bauer said in a telephone interview. “The media only seems interested in covering the Dixie Chicks or 
Ed Asner or (he said in a groan) Martin Sheen. There’s a lot of us who may not be pro-war, but we’re 
relatively supportive of people over in Iraq.”
.
Bauer is one of two organizers of “Stand Up for the Troops,” a conglomeration of 45 comics and 14 
comedy clubs nationwide, all of whom will combine for shows on Monday night. Penguins Comedy 
Club in Bettendorf — where Bauer is performing five shows this weekend — is not participating, Bauer 
said, because of the difficulty of scheduling a number of comedians for the one performance.
.
He and comic Craig Allen, who has a brother and sister stationed in Iraq, put together the benefit 
shows as fund-raisers for the USO and Veterans of Foreign Wars’ Operation Uplink.
.
A Vietnam War veteran, Bauer said he wants to send out a message letting soldiers in Iraq know 
they’re getting support.
.
“There is nothing more disheartening than reading about a bunch of knuckleheads protesting your 
presence,” he said. “It just brings you down.”
.
Much of the money to support the project is being paid by Bauer and Allen, including starting the Web 
site at www.standup4troops.com.
.
“When it’s a national project like this, you very quickly realize how incapable you are. It’s a lot of 
responsibility,” he said.
.
Talking about the war is a small part of the 52-year-old Bauer’s act. He riffs on travel agencies offering 
package tours to Vietnam.
.
“Why would I want to vacation there when I go there every night?” he said, followed by a faux scream.
.
A former paramedic, Bauer is a 20-year veteran of standup comedy. Among his credits are a writing 
job on the Tom Arnold movie “Carpool” in 1996, and two guest-star spots on “Roseanne.” The second 
time came as Arnold and wife Roseanne had separated.
.

Quad-Cities 
Business Journal

Assumption High 
School

$50,000 Raffle

TOP LINKS   

In the Quad-City Region

COMPUTER SUPPORT 
PERSON

Local Technology 
Company

SALES REP
RMGD

DRIVER NEEDED
Swiss Valley Farms

PART-TIME 
MARKETING 
ASSISTANT

Wellmark Blue Cross 
Blue Shield

INDUSTRIAL SEWING 
MACHINE AND PRESS 

OPERATORS
SEAFORD CLOTHING 

CO.

HEAVY MACHINERY 
DESIGN ENGINEER
Hazelett Strip-Casting 

Corporation

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 
OR NURSE 

PRACTITIONER
Community Health Care 

Inc.

http://www.qctimes.com/internal.php?story_id=1010929&l=1&t=Family+Entertainment&c=6,1010929 (1 of 2) [4/28/2003 10:41:47 AM]

http://www.qctimes.com/
http://www.qctimes.com/
http://www.qctimes.com/
http://www.qctimes.com/
http://www.qctimes.com/pop_unders/4weeksfree/
http://www.qctimes.com/
http://www.qctimes.com/news
http://www.qctimes.com/sports
http://www.qctimes.com/features
http://www.qctimes.com/columnists
http://www.qctimes.com/go
http://www.qctimes.com/classifieds
http://www.qctimes.com/obituaries
http://www.qctimes.com/hot
http://www.qctimes.com/jobs
http://www.qctimes.com/autos
http://www.qctimes.com/homes
http://www.qctimes.com/search
https://secure.lee.net/qctimes.com/subscribe/
https://secure.lee.net/qctimes.com/subscribe/
http://www.qctimes.com/shopping
http://www.qctimes.com/shopping
http://www.qctimes.com/weather
http://www.qctimes.com/weather
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://www.qctimes.com/go
http://www.qctimes.com/go#family
http://www.qctimes.com/print.php?story_id=1010929&doc=
http://www.qctimes.com/email
javascript:
javascript:
http://www.ismax.com/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/ismax/start.cgi/hostapps/qctimes/max_emailer/add.html
javascript:
http://www.qctimes.com/storytoolbar
http://www.qctimes.com/advertising
http://www.qctimes.com/advertisers
http://www.standup4troops.com/
http://www.qctimes.com/cgi-bin/TextAds/textads_fetch.cgi?ID=820
http://www.qctimes.com/cgi-bin/TextAds/textads_fetch.cgi?ID=820
http://www.qctimes.com/cgi-bin/TextAds/textads_fetch.cgi?ID=842
http://www.qctimes.com/cgi-bin/TextAds/textads_fetch.cgi?ID=842
http://www.qctimes.com/cgi-bin/TextAds/textads_fetch.cgi?ID=842
http://www.qctimes.com/topjobs
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4171' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4171' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4077' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4258' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4163' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4163' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4163' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4070' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4070' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4070' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4232' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4232' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4109' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4109' ); newWindow.focus()
javascript: newWindow = OpenTopJob( '4109' ); newWindow.focus()


Quad-City Times Newspaper Online - the Quad-Cities Home Page

“She went through all the episodes of ‘Roseanne’ and cut out all of Tom’s friends,” he said. “Not a 
very pleasant person.”
.
Bauer is one of a number of comedians who collaborated on the concept album “Idiot Box,” which, like 
his act, is very adult without using four-letter words.
.
“The payoff is so much sweeter,” he said of working relatively clean. “I learned to work clean when I 
worked for television. I only cursed a couple of times anyway.
.
“I have a brother who’s a priest and a sister who’s a nun. People ask if it’s difficult to be a comedian in 
the same town where my brother’s a priest. I say yes, I’m in constant fear he’s going to do something 
to embarrass me.”
.
Bauer said he sometimes tires of the two decades of airplanes (though he’s driving here from the Twin 
Cities), fast food and hotel rooms.
.
“Once I step on stage, that’s forgotten,” he said.
.

.
Wild” Bill Bauer, with Stan Stanko
.
When: 7:30 p.m. today through Saturday, April 19; 9:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday, April 18-19
.
Where: Penguins Comedy Club, Isle of Capri Convention Center, Bettendorf
.
How much: $5 today; $13 at door, $11 advance Friday-Saturday
.
Information: (563) 324-5233 
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